




STAGE 1 
IF STARTING WITH NEW OR 
UNFINISHED DRYWALL: 
Drywall should be taped, mudded, and 
sanded to create a uniform surface. 
Any areas which will not be covered by 
your stencil pattern should be sanded 
smooth. It is not necessary to sand 
areas which will be covered by the 
stencil patterns.

IF STARTING WITH A FINISHED 
SURFACE, INCLUDING PAINTED 
WALLS, STUCCO, and PANELING:  
The joint compound will not adhere to 
glossy surfaces. Scuff up the surface 
with a power sander to break through 
the glossy finish. This will give the joint 
compound something to grip.

APPLY one coat of drywall primer 
according to manufacturer’s 
specifications. Allow to dry for 24 hours 
before proceeding to the next step.

PLAN the stencil pattern for your wall. 
Be sure to account for doors, windows, 
corners, or other built-in features which 
may affect your overall design.

PRE-CUT the stencil patterns to length 
in accordance with your design.

Pay close attention to how the stencils 
align. Most patterns repeat every 66̋ , 
however some patterns are designed 
with an offset alignment. Stencils 
have a repeating, overlapping design, 
similar to wallpaper. Each row should 
overlap and match up to the preceding 
row. Visit DrywallStencils.com for 
illustrations of all pattern alignments. 

The stencil will curl naturally in  
one direction. Always install stencil 
curl-side towards the wall. 

Always install stencil in one 
direction only — do not flip or  
rotate the rows of stencil.

Most patterns will require 3 rows of 
stencil to fill an 8 foot wall. Working 
from the top down, ceiling to floor, trim 
each row to the desired length. Allow 
at least 10 inches of excess stencil on 
each end in case you need to make 
adjustments during installation. 

Label each piece so that you know 
where it goes. Once you have pre-cut 
your whole design, you’re ready to 
begin the installation.

PROTECT the floor with a drop cloth. 
Protect adjacent walls and surrounding 
areas with painter’s tape.

MIX the joint compound in a clean  
5 gallon bucket. Using a power drill 
with a paddle blade attachment, mix 
50 lbs. of joint compound with 1/4 cup 
of water for about 30 seconds. Hold 
the bucket securely with your feet to 
prevent slipping.

ADD colorant to give your grout joints 
the desired color. Use the entire 
container of colorant to achieve full 
color, or use less to achieve lighter 
shades.

MIX until color is uniform and without 
streaks. Do not over mix. It should be 
the consistency of cake frosting. If the 
mixture is too stiff, you may add a little 
water — up to 8 ounces at a time — to 
loosen it up. 

APPLY the material to your wall 
uniformly, approximately 1/8̋  thick. 
You may use a trowel, drywall knife, 
roller, or sprayer to apply this base 
coat. 50 lbs. of joint compound  
should cover approximately  
100 - 150 square feet. 

RESERVE a small amount of your 
mixed joint compound in an airtight 
container. This will be used to repair 
any flaws before the final sealing.

STAGE 2 
ALIGN & SET the first row of stencil, 
starting at the top. Make sure the 
pattern is straight and level, and then 
lightly trowel into place. The stencil 
should be slightly depressed into the 
wet joint compound, and should stick 
to your wall. Working from the middle 
outward, smooth and flatten the stencil 
with a trowel or drywall knife. 

REPEAT until the entire design is 
placed and troweled. Trim off any 
excess stencil as you go.

SEE VIDEOS, EXAMPLES & MORE AT

IF YOU WILL BE PAINTING: apply a 
second coat of material to the entire 
surface. Build your material to the 
desired thickness, no more than 1/8̋  
thick. This layer of joint compound 
becomes your final textured surface. 
You can trowel it smooth, leave it 
rough, texture it with a loop roller or 
wool roller, or any number of other 
techniques. Textures must be applied 
while the material is still workable.

TIP: if you make mistakes in the 
application of stencil, you should be 
able to remove the stencil, smooth out 
your base coat, and re-apply.

ALLOW TO DRY for 24-hours before 
proceeding to the next step.

STAGE 3 
FOR PAINTED FINISHES: 
Latex paint may be used, however strict 
guidelines apply: use one coat only. 
Do not apply more than one coat of 
latex paint. Visit DrywallStencils.com 
for more information.

MIX a fresh batch of joint compound 
as outlined in Stage 1.

ADD colorant to achieve the desired 
topcoat color. Add a little for pastel 
shades, and more for vibrant shades. 
Mix thoroughly.

APPLY the material to your wall 
uniformly, no more than 1/8̋  thick. 
You may use a trowel, drywall knife, 
roller, or sprayer to apply this  
finish coat.

RESERVE a small amount of your 
mixed joint compound in an airtight 
container. This will be used to repair 
any flaws before the final sealing. 

TEXTURE if desired. This layer of  
joint compound becomes your final 
textured surface. You can trowel it 
smooth, leave it rough, texture it with a 
loop roller or wool roller, or any number 
of other techniques. Textures must 
be applied while the material is still 
workable.

ALLOW TO DRY for 24-hours before 
proceeding to the next step.

STAGE 4 
FOR FAUX FINISHES: 
Additional finishing and coloring may 
be done at this stage, before the 
stencil is pulled. All additional finishing 
techniques should be done before 
sealing.

PULL the stencil out, working in reverse 
order. Starting at the bottom, slowly 
pull out a few inches of stencil.

INSPECT the underside of the stencil 
to ensure the joint compound isn’t 
sticking to it. If you are pulling up joint 
compound from your grout joint areas, 
stop! It needs more time to fully dry.

If the stencil is coming out clean, 
continue to pull out one row at a time, 
working in reverse order from your 
installation sequence.

INSPECT the patterns and grout lines 
for flaws or defects. Use the saved 
containers of colored joint compound 
to touch up any bad spots. For painted 
finishes, simply retouch any bad spots 
with the same colors and techniques 
you already used.

ALLOW TO DRY (if touched up) for 
24-hours before proceeding to the  
next step.

SEAL the entire surface with a good 
quality clear wall protector, according 
to the manufacturer’s specifications. 
A matte sealer will generally leave the 
colors as you see them, unsealed. A 
satin or high-gloss sealer will boost 
colors a little or a lot, respectively, and 
adds vibrance as well as protection.

ALLOW TO DRY for 24-hours 
minimum, or according to the 
manufacturer’s specifications.

Instrucciones de instalación en 
Español disponible en el Internet en 
DrywallStencils.com/espanol/



STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4
plaN YOuR desigN

KNiFe ROlleR

spRaY tROWel

aligN & set

...plasteRMix Base COattRiM

Repeat

tRiM exCess

paiNt, OR... pull steNCil

KNiFe ROlleR

spRaY

LIGHT SPRAY-ON / KNOCK-DOWN

WOOL ROLLER

HEAVY SPRAY-ON / KNOCK-DOWN

HEAVY WOOL ROLLER

LOOP ROLLER

CRUSHED NEWSPAPER

TROWELED ACCENTS

DRYWALL KNIFE

tROWel

tOuCH-up

seal

COLORANTS
Our pre-measured containers of colorant are mixed directly into  
50 lbs. of joint compound. Use a whole container for full color or less 
for lighter shades. Typically one color is used for grout lines, and a 
contrasting color for the main pattern.

You may also use a quality latex paint as your colorant, however your 
paint colors will lighten when mixed with the white joint compound.  
See DrywallStencils.com for details before choosing your colors.

TAUPETAUPE

TOOLS & SUPPLIES
Required:

tape measure•	
scissors•	
utility knife•	
clean 5 gallon bucket•	
colorants (see chart below)•	
drywall joint compound  •	
(50 lbs. covers approximately 100-150 sq. ft.)
power drill with paddle blade attachment•	
drywall knife or trowel which fits comfortably in your hands•	
drywall pan or plastering hawk•	
paint roller handle•	
roller with at least 1/2̋  nap (for sealing)•	
paint tray•	
one or more helpers — this is not a one-person job!•	

RECOMMENDED:

step ladder•	
painter's tape•	
drop cloth•	
level•	

Optional Texturing Tools:

loop roller •	
heavy wool nap, at least 1 1/4̋•	
faux finishing tools, eg: brushes, cheesecloth,  •	
Japan scrapers, crushed newspaper, etc.



ALL PATTERNS SHOWN AVAILABLE IN BOXES OF 100, 250, 500, AND 1000 SQ.FT.
*RIVERSTONE AVAILABLE IN 100, 250, 500 SQ.FT. ONLY

MEDIUM TILE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋

LARGE TILE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋

COBBLESTONE
WIDTH: 33˝

RUNNING BOND
WIDTH: 36 ½̋

10˝ OCTAGON TILE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋

16-INCH DIAMOND TILE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋

FACE BRICK
WIDTH: 36 7/8˝

MEDITERRANEAN
WIDTH: 32˝

COBBLE FAN
WIDTH: 34˝ 

RIVERSTONE
WIDTH: 35̋

RUSTIC ASHLAR
WIDTH: 35̋

EUROPEAN FAN
WIDTH: 33˝

ANTIQUE COLONIAL
WIDTH: 36˝

ROMAN PAVER
WIDTH: 34˝

COBBLEBRICK
WIDTH: 37˝

ENGLISH COBBLE
WIDTH: 32˝ 

BUSHROCK
WIDTH: 36˝

FLAGSTONE
WIDTH: 32˝

KEYSTONE
WIDTH: 33˝

LARGE KEYSTONE
WIDTH: 35̋

LARGE BRICK ROSETTE
DIAMETER: 7́  2˝

COBBLE CIRCLE RING
DIAMETER: 7́  2˝

BRICK ROSETTE
DIAMETER: 5́  5̋

COBBLE CIRCLE
DIAMETER: 5́  5̋

COMPASS
DIAMETER: 5́  5̋

LETTERS INCLUDED (N, S, E, W)

SMALL BRICK ROSETTE
DIAMETER: 2́  11 ½̋  

UNIVERSAL CIRCLE*

DIAMETER: 2́  11 ½̋
INCA SUN*

DIAMETER: 2́  11 ½̋

DIAMOND
5́  2˝ TIP TO TIP

EDGE BRICK HEADER
WIDTH: 5 1/8˝

HERRINGBONE HEADER
WIDTH: 8 9/16˝

BRICK HEADER
WIDTH: 8 ¾̋

KEYSTONE HEADER
WIDTH: 8 ½̋

COBBLE HEADER
WIDTH: 8 5/8˝

BUSHROCK HEADER
WIDTH: 11 7/16˝

18-INCH FLAGSTONE BORDER
WIDTH: 18˝

BASKET WEAVE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋  

FLANDERS WEAVE
WIDTH: 33˝

ORIGINAL HERRINGBONE
WIDTH: 33 ½̋  

ASHLAR TILE
WIDTH: 37˝

*CENTER JOINTS MAY BE REMOVED FOR A SINGLE CIRCULAR STONE OR RETAINED FOR A TILED EFFECT

HEADERS & BORDERS AVAILABLE 
IN 100 & 321 LINEAR FEET

DETAILED DIMENSIONS AND EXAMPLES AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 



M A N U FA C T U R E D  I N  T H E  U . S . A .

8135 STATE HWY 43
WEBB CITY, MISSOURI 64870

866-949-3351

A DIVISION OF DECORATIVE CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS, LLC.




